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Neale Street North Kindergarten’s Frequently Asked Questions 
 
Foregrounding Aboriginal Perspectives: 
We build relationships and engage with the local community in the following ways: 
 

Through incursions and local excursions throughout the year.  We try to visit and explore our local 

area as much as possible using walking tracks and local bus networks to access other places in 

Bendigo. 

 

We invite families or friends to come and join in on special days and are always interested to know if 

there is something interesting our families would like to share with the group. 

 

We involve the children in looking after our extensive yard and encourage all families to help out on 

our yard roster once a year.  

 

We highly value sustainability and the role that we have to model and pass on our respect for the 

environment in big and small ways.  This is reflected in the Acknowledgement to country that we use 

every morning.  Our Acknowledgement was written in 2020 by the then kindergarten group after we 

had spent several months exploring how the land we use has been cared for before us.  We refer to 

the principal of ‘caring for country’ frequently to illustrate that the little actions are as important as 

the big ones. 

As part of this commitment to caring for country, we teach the children to be sensitive consumers by 

separating all our waste; we have gone a step further and acquired a special bin from the council in 

which families can deposit their soft plastics waste which we will then take to their collection points.  

Our yard provides opportunities to create and use compost; care for our worm farm, grow produce 

and enjoy the other offerings of a natural environment – pollinators, birdlife and a resident blue-

tongue lizard. We always look for ways to repair or upcycle equipment, toys and other products 

whenever possible so if you enjoy the challenge of fixing or upcycling things, be sure to let us know! 

Collaborative Generative Thinking: 
The expertise of families is recognised, and they share in the decision making about the children’s learning and 
wellbeing, this occurs in the following ways: 
Families have opportunity to be involved in our service by: 
 

Completing the Family Cultural Background page of the Enrolment record - Page 5 – so that we are 

aware of what is important for your family 

 

Completing the Goals and Interests form provided at enrolment as this also gives us important 

information about how we can include your family’s particular interests within our program 
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Book in for and attend the three interview days each year as these are where we can best plan for and 

discuss your child’s learning. 

 

Through formal and informal conversations after our session and via regular communication with us 

using Storypark, email or text messages. 

Providing feedback or ideas in our program book located on the desk near our front door or via 

Storypark 

 

Letting educators know of any skills or areas of interest you might like to share with the children – 

don’t be shy as this is a great way for all the children to celebrate what makes us all unique and 

connected! 
  

Opening to Complexity: 
We promote child agency by: 

Using the Floorbook approach (by Claire Warden) that uses the children’s ideas and wonderings as the 
basis for planning and learning.  We regularly have whole group or incidental discussions with 
children that reveal great insights into their thinking and understanding of the world; these also 
provide a basis for extending their learning and exploring their ideas in ways that respond to their 
need for knowledge.  Sometimes this is not linear and may be a topic that is revisited over many 
months. 
 
Each day we have activities set up both inside and outside however children are always able to 
request something else from the shed or the cupboard. 
 

Every Moment Matters: 
Our program, including routines in organised in ways that maximize opportunities for each children’s learning. A normal 
day at our kindergarten usually runs like: 

Quiet mat area play while children arrive and settle in. 

Brief morning mat time together before starting playtime.  Our Pre-kinder children play indoors OR 

outdoors whereas our Kindergarten group have extended indoor/outdoor time. 

Progressive snack (child initiated) throughout the morning for kindergarten group; whole group snack 

time for pre-kinder group. 

Lunchtime is for the whole group together and conversation is encouraged.  After lunch the Pre-kinder 

group go home. 

Quiet time with a story and calm music; children can choose to spend this time lying/sitting on the 

mat area or doing mindful colouring in at the tables. 
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Further play time – children can choose to stay inside doing table activities or play outside, followed 

by tidying and packing up. 

Afternoon snack, mat time and dismissal. 

  

 
Meaningful Documentation: 
Our Educational Program is shared with families in many ways, here are some of them:  

We use a floorbook-based inquiry approach, with the children actively contributing to discussions and 

sharing their ideas and wonderings in this book.  You will find the groups book on the table 

underneath our Educational Program noticeboard and we encourage you to take some time now and 

then to have a read through it.  We would be delighted for you to add any comments, ideas or 

reflections of your own—we have pens and post it notes on the table too! 

 

Through Storypark, where we will share some the day/weeks happenings. Comments and suggestions 

are welcome on Storypark as well as on the clipboard at our noticeboard. 

  

Children’s work is displayed around the room and in their personal Portfolios which are always 

available to view—we send them home at the end of the year. 

 

 Each child’s learning and development is assessed as part of an ongoing cycle of planning, documenting and evaluation, 

we share this with families and seek their involvement by: 

 

Making our Floorbook available for you to look at every session; sometimes there may be lots of new 

things in it, other times there may be only a little; your input in this book is valuable though so jump 

in. 

 

On Interview Days three times each year we focus on discussing your child’s interests and learning 

needs. The first of these days is held before sessions start for the year we discuss your child’s learning 

goals with you and your child. These goals will then be supported throughout the term and reviewed 

at the subsequent interview days, where you may decide to renew or update their goals. You are of 

course welcome to talk to us about any aspect of your child’s learning at other times too; you can 

make a time specially or just catch one of us after the end of the session. 

 

Storypark is where we publish the personal Learning Stories and share other aspects of your child’s 

time at kinder. 
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Keeping the Joy: 
We value:  

giving children extended periods of uninterrupted play, indoors and outdoors. We encourage children 

to explore the playspaces creatively and safely, respecting the other people who share the 

kindergarten environment. 

We do this because play is the vehicle through which young children learn best of all; when they can 

follow their ideas and curiosity without interruption, they are better able to make the connections for 

new learning and to consider new ideas. 

Extended play is also an ideal way for children to learn to manage their time and take care of 

themselves, recognising when to take a break or stop for a drink – or to go to the toilet!  They use and 

develop their social skills—communication, problem solving, sharing, taking turns and learning to be 

resilient – the whole time.   

 
 
Being Professional: 
Educators Strive to: 

to build strong relationships with each child and with their family and carers. This is the cornerstone 

of our approach at Neale Street North Kindergarten, because we know that 

“No significant learning occurs without a significant relationship” (Dr. James Comer) 

It is through getting to know your child that we are able to find ways to meet their individual learning 

needs, to spark their curiosity for learning and explore their imagination, supporting them as young 

people, not simply a learner or student. 

Warm relationships with families are instrumental; children see that they are valued when those most 

involved in their care and education value each other.  

  

 

Our kindergarten typically feeds into many of Bendigo’s schools: 

Kennington Primary School     St. Therese’s Primary School    Bendigo Violet Street Primary School 

Strathfieldsaye Primary School    Victory Christian College    St. Killian’s Primary School    Girton Grammar 

Camp Hill Primary School    St Joseph’s Primary School   St. Francis in the Fields Primary School     

 Quarry Hill Primary School    Spring Gully Primary School    Creek Street Christian College  
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