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Elmore Kindergarten’s Frequently Asked Questions 
 
Foregrounding Aboriginal Perspectives: 
We build relationships and engage with the local community in the following ways: 
Shine Bright Elmore Kindergarten has many strong connections to this community. We are involved each year in close 
relationships with our two schools. Great transition programs are available for the children because of these 
relationships. We also make travel in our community part of our regular program, walking to the shop and post office, 
visiting the Mini Train and Historical Centre. We have a river program and involvement in a community garden space at 
different times during the year.  Our River program immerses children in nature, allows them to explore and learn about 
local plants and fauna through real experience. 
 
Collaborative Generative Thinking: 
The expertise of families is recognised, and they share in the decision making about the children’s learning and 
wellbeing, this occurs in the following ways: 
Families have opportunity to be involved in our service by: 
-sharing their skills and knowledge with children and this is highly encouraged. We love assistance with cooking, 

gardening and so on and visiting Nannas who sew! 

 - We have an ‘open door policy’ where families can visit to play with us whenever they are able to. Families visit the 

program whenever they have time, including grandparents and other relatives who are most welcome.   

- We offer many ways of communicating through, emails, texts, notices, online via Story Park, noticeboards and of 

course through our volunteer parent committee meetings where all are welcome 

- Any decision that we make consider the needs/ ideas/ opinions of families and children. We often take short surveys 

about how things should be so that its community drives the program and the service. Our PAG Parent Advisory Group 

meetings are part of this process, helping to create ideas and questions that ensure all have the opportunity to have 

their say.  

- Some of the activities we undertake traditionally each year are those undertaken by families as part of our 

involvement in the wider community, in conjunction with schools and other community groups. 

Opening to Complexity: 
We promote child agency by: 

- Children arrive and begin play immediately. 
- They put their bag and drink bottle in their locker ready for use.  

- Children can come and have their snack when they are ready and choose to eat at another time or in another 

place, as long as they wash their hands.  

- We value dancing, games and music as ways of involving children in small group activities, and to practice 

coordination skill. Children can choose to be involved in different learning opportunities at the end of the day, 

with educators offering opportunities both in and outside. Families can choose to join in at this time and often 

do!  

- Children are involved in planning for their program. We meet together to discuss and record ideas in a planning 

book.  
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Every Moment Matters: 
Our program, including routines in organised in ways that maximize opportunities for each children’s learning. A normal 
day at our kindergarten usually runs like: 

- Children enter, put away their bag and choose where to play. Around 10.30 am we remind children to have 
something to eat and drink, but they can choose to do so, by responding to the signals their body gives them at 
any time. Around lunch 12.00 ish we come together to eat, slowly pack up and then we undertake some games/ 
dances and music together 

 
Meaningful Documentation: 
Our Educational Program is shared with families in many ways, here are some of them: 
We really value: families and children’s knowledge, interests and input into our daily program. Families and 

children are asked what they want to see and these interests are included in our program 

We operate an online program called Story Park that enables us to share information about the children’s activity and 

learning each day. It also allows us to record children’s progress privately for parents and careers and enables families to 

share information with us too.  

Each child has an online record into which both staff and families can enter important information about children’s 

learning. Staff regularly takes records of children’s progress and adds this to the page. Parents can view this every day if 

they wish. Some families also add in information about special things happening in their lives to build a great story of 

their child’s learning journey at preschool.  

Every day a record of what children are learning is posted online for families so that conversations about learning that is 

important to children can be continued at home.  

All of these records feed the program that we deliver.  

Keeping the Joy: 
We value: 

- Fun 
- Responding to children’s own interests 
- Being creative together – our art area is open and allows many choices with a range of options for children 
- Stories and reading together – the best way to learn literacy is by sharing a story on a trusted adults knee 
- Being an integral part of our community 

 
Being Professional: 
Educators Strive to: 
Educators strive to:  

- create spaces that entice and engage children, allowing them to explore and learn 

- allow children to be as independent as possible, we won’t step in to fix a problem, we will encourage children to 

sort things out though – giving them skills to use in the future 

- encourage children to think about a range of perspectives, there are always new things to learn and other eyes 

to consider things with 
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