
Rochester Kindergarten FAQs 
We really value:  A learning environment which includes natural play spaces and provides plenty of open- 

ended opportunities.                                                                                                                                                          

 A program which allows children time to explore and develop ideas, skills and interests but 

also has some consistent and familiar routines. 

 The relationships we develop with children and their families and parent involvement with 

the program. 

Educators strive to: Develop respectful, trusting relationships with every child and every family and to have a 

Kindergarten where everyone feels safe and secure. 

 Provide a rich, enticing and engaging learning environment which supports the learning and 

development of each child. 

 Continually engage in reflective practice and professional learning to develop their own 

knowledge, skills and practice. 

Our Educational Program is shared with families in many ways, here are some of them:  

Our learning program is displayed on the board above the sink for parents to read. 

(permitting COVID restrictions) 

Story Park – Story Park is as an internet based program which allows us to easily and quickly 

share with parents what is happening in our program.  

Children’s folio of work which is regularly updated and available throughout the year. 

Displays in the foyer and the room. (permitting COVID restrictions) 

Newsletters 

 

Our program, including routines is organized in ways that maximize opportunities for each child’s learning. A 

normal day at or preschool usually runs like this: 

 

Acknowledgment to Country/ Morning Meeting - Indoor/Outdoor Play – Progressive Morning 

Tea (children choose when to eat within a time frame) –  Group Mat time – Lunch – 

Quiet/Relaxing Time – Indoor/Outdoor Play – Pack Up - Group Time – Goodbye Song 

 

The expertise of families is recognised and they share in decisions making about the child’s learning and wellbeing, 

this occurs in the following ways: 

Information sharing about your child’s interests, personality and abilities and setting goals 

for your child’s learning and development for their Kindergarten year. 

Discussions with parents/families – educators will aim to speak to you regularly about your 

child and are keen to hear your feedback, insights and suggestions. 

Parents have the opportunity to meet with a teacher at any time through the year. 

 



Each child’s learning and development is assessed as part of an ongoing cycle of planning, documenting and 

evaluation, we share this with families and seek their involvement by:   

Goals – initial goals are set and progress is discussed with parents.  When appropriate, new 

goals are developed. 

Storypark – photos and records of your child’s learning are shared with you and we 

encourage parents to respond by adding their insights, comments or questions. 

Portfolio – the folios of work are added to throughout the year and parents are welcome to 

look at this record at any time. 

We build relationships and engage with the local community in the following ways: (permitting COVID 

restrictions) 

Incursions and Excursions – we usually attend the Farm and Road Safety Expo, visit the 

library and invite people from services and businesses within the community to come into 

our Kindergarten. 

School visits – we visit the local primary school and have some of their students visit us 

during the year. 

Engaging in community activities and celebrations. 

 

Families have opportunity to be involved in our service by: (permitting COVID restrictions) 

   Participating in our program 

   Sharing their skills and interests with us 

   Joining us on excursions 

   Assisting as a parent helper 

   Attending special activities  

    

Before/After Kindergarten Care:   

Rochester and District Child Care Centre is across the road from the Kindergarten and 

children can be transferred between the 2 services.  Separate fees and enrolments apply for 

the Child Care Centre.   


