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ATTACHMENT 2 
Cots

Household cots usually have a lower base and mattress, and WorkSafe Victoria have expressed concern 
for staff in relation to the manual handling risks posed when working with cots at a lower height. 

The Institutional Cot Standard allows for cots with a higher base and mattress, but requires these cots to 
be made of metal, and to have a drop side that can be lowered to the level of the mattress. The early 
childhood sector has expressed concerns in relation to the safety of cots with sides that lower to the level 
of the mattress. 

Services should investigate options either for: 

 cots that meet the Australian/New Zealand Standard – Cots for household use – Safety
Requirements (AS/NZS 2172:2010) and have a higher base and mattress, or

 cots that meet the Australian/New Zealand Standard – Cots for day nursery, hospital and
institutional use – Safety Requirements (AS/NZS 2130:1998).

No alterations should be made to purchased cots under any circumstances, as this may have serious 
consequences in relation to liability in the event that an incident occurs. 

ELAA does not recommend that services use portable or folding cots, as they present an increased risk 
of injury or death to a child if erected incorrectly. Portable cots also pose an increased risk of manual 
handling injuries to staff. If a service requires an extra cot to be available for occasional use, it is possible 
to purchase a cot that meets the Australian/New Zealand Standard – Cots for household use, and folds 
flat for easy storage. 

Further information on portable or folding cots is available as outlined below:  

 Red Nose: https://rednose.org.au/article/portable-cots

 Australian Competition and Consumer Commission: www.productsafety.gov.au

ELAA’s OHS website: www.ohsinecservices.org.au

There are currently (at the time of printing) two standards that apply to the use of cots: 

 Australian/New Zealand Standard – Cots for household use – Safety Requirements (AS/NZS
2172:2010), and

 Australian/New Zealand Standard – Cots for day nursery, hospital and institutional use – Safety
Requirements (AS/NZS 2130:1998).

Services can check current standards on the SAI Global website at: www.saiglobal.com 


