ATTACHMENT 1
General enrolment information

For all general enrolment information and enrolment application forms for Bendigo and Swan Hill
regions please refer to the Shine Bright EYM website www.Impa.org.au

For all general enrolment information and enrolment application forms for the Campaspe region
please refer to the Shire of Campaspe website www.campaspe.vic.gov.au

Enrolment application forms are also available from each children’s service.

Eligibility and priority of access criteria for the funded kindergarten program
The following children are eligible for attendance in the funded kindergarten program:

e children who have been granted approval to receive funding for a second year of kindergarten in
accordance with The Kindergarten Guide available at:
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/childhood/providers/funding/Pages/default.aspx

e children who were eligible to attend in the previous year, but:
— deferred

— withdrew from the service prior to the April data collection and have completed the Kindergarten
withdrawal and deferment form (available from the service)

e children who turn four years of age by 30 April in the year they will attend kindergarten

e children turning six years of age at kindergarten who have been granted an exemption from school-
entry age requirements by the regional office of DET (refer to The Kindergarten Guide, available at:
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/childhood/providers/funding/Pages/default.aspx

e children who are younger than the eligible age, but whose parents/guardians have submitted an early
age entry request for their child to attend school the following year. This written request is to be
directed to the regional office of DET, or the non-government school the child will be attending. A
copy of the approval must be attached to the kindergarten application. Parents/guardians should
note that very few requests are approved by DET. If the child attends kindergarten early, but does
not proceed to school in the following year, they will be unable to access a second year of
kindergarten unless they are deemed eligible by DET for having recognised developmental needs

e three-year-old Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children, and children known to Child Protection
may be eligible for the Early Start Kindergarten program. This scheme provides funding to enable
children to attend a kindergarten program that is planned and delivered by an early childhood teacher
for a specific number of hours. Details are available at:
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/learningdev/pages/earlystartkinder.aspx

When demand exceeds availability, the Approved Provider- Shine Bright EYM will refer to the
service’s values, philosophy and Inclusion and Equity Policy to determine the priority of access. This
will include:

e children who have received funding for a second year of kindergarten

e children who were eligible to attend in the previous year but deferred or withdrew from the service
prior to the April data collection.

Other considerations may include date of application, siblings already enrolled at the service,
attendance in the three-year-old program.

If participating in a central enrolment scheme, the priority of access for that scheme will be implemented.
Childcare services providing approved care (refer to Definitions) must abide by the Family Assistance
Legislation Amendment (Child Care Rebate) Act 2011 (refer to Legislation and standards) and the
Commonwealth Government’s Priority for allocating places in child care services (refer to Sources).

1. Eligibility and access criteria for three-year-old children

Children are eligible for attendance in the three-year-old program provided they have turned three
prior to commencement.

Children will only be able to attend a second year of three-year-old kindergarten in exceptional
circumstances (after consideration by the Approved Provider- Shine Bright EYM) or when all eligible
children on the waiting list have been offered a place.
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The Approved Provider- Shine Bright EYM must determine eligibility and access criteria applicable to
the service. Considerations may include:

e children recommended by an educator for an additional year in the three-year-old program
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